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Life is still extremely busy in the charity’s
office as we continue our voluntary work
to help and guide our peer group survive
through the huge inflation in fuel, energy
and household outlays that is affecting
all parts of the UK at the present time.
KCM-SCIO does not discriminate
between kinship carers so our monthly
sponsors must be congratulated for
allowing the charity to credit all our
kinship carers’ bank accounts with ‘direct
funding’ to supplement the payments
that they receive from the Local
Authorities, Child Benefit Office,
Department of Work & Pensions plus any
drop in income that a kinship carer has
experienced in trying to raise their
kinship child/ren on a shoestring. The
kinship care maintenance allowances
from the Local Authorities is not index
linked therefore there is no ‘cost of
living’ increase or supplements paid for
raising a kinship child or children.
Apart from the abovementioned project
the charity is also involved with the
delivery of our bespoke project - ‘Outings
and Day Trips’, this project is designed to
meet the needs and requirements of all
our kinship children and has proved to
be an extremely popular and successful
project - a kinship carer has no financial
outlay to attend or take part in this
project.
The ‘Snack-n-Chat’ project, on the last
Tuesday of each month is held in the
church building or the extensive garden

grounds of St Mary’s Church, Dalkeith; it
allows kinship carers the opportunity of
meeting up with other kinship carers in
a social and congenial atmosphere. It is
not a workshop, or a seminar, or a
training, it is purely some “time out” to
sound off, develop friendships, interact
with other kinship carers, seek advice
and guidance in a confidential peersupport environment.
Dynamic Earth has delivered off to
KCM-SCIO a Charity Community Pass for
the 2022 for kinship carers to visit and
enjoy an outing to their venue (see
adverts for applying for day tickets)
Foundation Scotland is funding the
subsistence allowance for this activity to
cover transport costs, car parking fee
(accessible car park below the venue there’s a lift in the car park giving direct
access Dynamic Earth. Ideal outing for
the physically impaired).
The Advocacy and Befriending Outreach
Service ensures that kinship carers have
a telephone number, online help or an
email address to contact the charity for
help and support at any time - all our
letters are sent out via Royal Mail and
the letters contain our contact details although it is difficult to respond during
the night since we, too, are frontline
kinship carers with kinship children. The
charity offers many frontline services
alongside other local charities to support
Midlothian kinship carers and their
kinship children.

How could this have happened to me?
I was a nurse with the NHS working on a
continuous rota basis of three 12 hour
shifts ‘on duty’ and then 4 days of ‘off
duty’ when I caught up with household
chores and recuperated. I was exhausted
after such a long stretch of being ‘on
duty’ and valued, very much, my time off
to recharge my batteries.
On the first day of my ‘off duty’ period I
received a telephone call from a social
worker at Dalkeith Social Work
Department enquiring if I, (once my
granddaughter had been born), would be
prepared to take full-time care of her for
a short duration of approximately six
weeks to prevent the baby having to be
placed in foster care. I was promised ‘the
whole world including a full back up
support service all complete, with a cherry
on top’ if I would just commit to taking
full-time care of the new baby!
Shortly following my telephone call with
the social worker the baby was born but
she had to spend the first two days of her
life in the ‘High Dependency Unit’ (HDU)
since she was born addicted to
substances - her brain had been damaged
(FASD) through her mother’s involvement
with Class A opiate drugs.
Three days later the little baby girl was
discharged from hospital into my fulltime care with a financial contribution
from the Social Work Department of £15
towards my outlays for milk and nappies.
(The SWD then deducted this £15 from
the first payment of the kinship care child
maintenance allowance that I received
from Midlothian Council for the full time
care of the child).

Twelve years have now lapsed since my
granddaughter, with all her mental health
issues and problems, came to live with me
and she still remains in my full time care.
The full back up support services promised
by the SWD during their first telephone
call to me never materialised; I ended up
having to resign my permanent job with
the NHS to care for the baby and meet the
mental health requirements of my
damaged granddaughter. This is not
considered to be a sacrifice by the State it
is classified as a family duty.
I was delighted to be accepted onto the
register of the charity Kinship Care
Midlothian, they have all been very
supportive of our kinship care family.
Thank you to the kinship care family for
allowing KCM-SCIO to print their story.

St Mary’s Episcopal Church,
Dalkeith Country Park
Last Saturday of each month
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Arts and crafts, planting
seeds, biscuit decorating,
games, stories, songs. lots of
fun for all.
Age group - All ages welcome
Delicious, healthy family homecooked meal at 5 p.m. hosted
by the Messy Church Team.
(For catering purposes
book in on - T.0131 663 7000)

Emergency
Funding Project
The Treasurer is still having problems
getting the completed Application
Forms returned to the office by the cut
off date mentioned on the mail drop
letter. The date is set on the letter so
that the Admin Team has sufficient time
to deal with the administration involved
with rolling out the distribution and all
the necessary logging of information or
reporting to the sponsor on the project.

There are now three methods of
returning the Application Form to the
Office:1. In the stamped addressed envelope
enclosed with the mail drop letter;
2. By photographing the Application Form
and emailing it to the charity's Treasurer;
3. Take the completed or incomplete form
to the ‘Snack-n-Chat’ meeting to apply for
the emergency funding.

Here’s a copy of the Booking Form to get your free day pass to Dynamic Earth. The
office have to book on your behalf but just complete the form take a photo of it and
email to the office info@kinshipcare-midlothian.co.uk and we’ll do the rest and
despatch your ticket to you. Foundation Scotland have very kindly volunteered to
fund the travel & subsistence allowance for this outreach project.

A kinship carer’s review of their family’s
visit to Dynamic Earth, March 2022
We all loved our visit to Dynamic Earth. Extended family were
visiting us from America and they came too . They had a
2 year old who loved it, the only problem was he could not walk
about in the planetarium so we left a bit early. There is
something for everyone to see. They have an area where you
can bring along your own lunch.

KCM-SCIO’s Freebie Shop
Usual deal - first come - first serve!

1.Duck + Baby Duck

4. Steam Iron,

2. Singing Box

5. Samsung TV/Monitor

3. Skateboard

6. Collapsible
Scooter

Can deliver within reason!

Colour me in and win a prize
Name …………………………. Age ………..

One hundred years from now
It won't matter
What kind of car I drove
What kind of house I lived in
How much money I had in the bank
Nor what my cloths looked like
BUT
The world may be a little better
Because, I was important
In the life of a child.

Contact details
Kinship Care Midlothian SCIO
The Prefab,
Grannies Park Industrial Estate
Dalkeith,
Midlothian,
EH22 1JY

Telephone No. 0131 531 8483
Mobile No 07847 250526
Email:
info@kinshipcare-midlothian.co.uk
Website:
www.kinshipcare-midlothian.co.uk

